WORLDBIRDS
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INTRODUCTION - WHAT IS WORLDBIRDS?

The global Worldbirds project is being run by BirdLife, the RSPB and the Audubon Society. Worldbirds provides a suite of web tools to capture birdwatcher's records. It will also collect data for conservation work. The current emphasis is on empowering citizen scientists and community monitoring groups, as well as local birders and visiting tourists.

The WorldBirds project has been running since pilots in 2005, with the main aims of: 

(1) capturing birdwatcher records that would otherwise not be available to conservation organisations, 

(2) influencing the quality of observations made by amateur birdwatchers, 

(3) computerising paper-bound data and making them available to the public and conservation bodies, 

(4) increasing the participation of the public in practical conservation 

(5) availing various tools, such as data capture screens for Common Bird Monitoring projects, 

(6) increasing collaboration between conservation organisations.

Africa has five multi-country "hubs" - Installations or systems that cover a number of countries. The hubs are Northern Africa, West Africa, East Africa, Southern Africa and the Indian Ocean Islands.  Zambia falls within the Southern African hub.  Each country has its own branded entry page in the multi-country hub. When entering the system you can choose to view the country where you are logged in or you can select another country within the region. Each country will hopefully support their part of the multi-country hub by encouraging local birdwatchers to enter their data, validating records and undertaking general administration.

You can register with the system via www.worldbirds.org . Please note that implementation in Africa is just beginning and thus your inputs at this stage will be critical for the system. At the moment country species lists are being worked on in coordination with country contacts. Meanwhile, people are encouraged to already start using the system and enter data into it as they go on their birding trips. So … let your friends know.
Instructions FOR USING WORLDBIRDS
REGISTRATION AND FIRST STEPS

1. Go to www.worldbirds.org
2.  Chose Africa either from the list or by clicking on the map

3. Chose Zambia (or any country that you have data for) from the list 

4. Either Login or chose ‘Are you a new user? And register here.  A password and user ID will be sent to your email address. Return to this site to login.
5. You will be taken to the ‘Latest News’ page which lists recent trips and sightings for the country

6. To enter data, either click on ‘My Visits’ in the list on the left or click on ‘Add New Visit’
7. Note that all IBAs are preloaded in the system, so do a location search before entering a new site. 
8.   For more detailed instructions see GENERIC INSTRUCTIONS FOR ENTERING DATA INTO A WORLDBIRDS SYSTEM
LOCATIONS: WORKING WITH DECIMAL DEGREES
When consulting a map or a GPS you will probably be using the degrees minutes seconds format i.e. 

16°32’44”S 12°15’33”E

However, most computer-based use of locations relies on decimal degrees i.e. 

-16.5455 12.3547

The simplest way to convert is to set your GPS to display decimal degrees i.e. ddd.dddddd

However, you may need to convert manually.  Here’s how:

For latitude 16°32’44”S

a) SS/60 = 0.S (Divide the seconds by 60) e.g. 44/60 = 0.73

b) MM+0.S Add the decimal seconds to the minutes e.g. 32+0.73 = 32.73

c) MM.S/60 Divide by 60 e.g. 32.73/60 = 0.5455

d) Add the decimal minutes to the degrees e.g. 16.5455

e) Remember that S is negative, so always put a – in front of south e.g. -16.5455

Do the same thing for longitude 12°15’33”E

a) 33/ 60 = 0.55
b) 15+0.55 = 15.55

c) 15.55/ 60 = 0.2592

d) 12+0.2593 = 12.2592

e) Note that west is also negative, but since we are east of meridian, we use positive longitude

