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Bird of the Month Distibution Map
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A Weekend Birding at Mukambi - Aloys Lorkeers and A nnette Willemen

Herewith a small report of our trip to the Kafue National Park, where we stayed in the Mukambi
Lodge. Read the report and you will see why it became a special weekend!

From 12 — 14 March we planned our first trip to a
National Park since our arrival in Zambia. We spent
two nights in Mukambi Lodge, Kafue national Park.

A walking safari was not possible due to the rainy
season and high grasses, but we were informed that a
guide (Mr. Ferrison Kalembelembe), specialist in birds,
would be available.

At arrival we arranged some activities and by chance
the same activities had been planned by Gavin and
Sue Whyte (and kids), who are also members of ZOS
and keen birders. We had two perfect boating safaris
as well as 1 morning drive on which also the birding
specialist joined us as a guide.

The best surprise we had was seeing 5 Chaplin’s barbets which we saw on the main Road in a
tree just after the Bridge across the Kafue. The last time the guide had seen them was in the year
2000.

Other nice sightings were an African Finfoot and two passing Wattled
Cranes on their way
to the plains in the
North.

It turned out to be an
unexpected beautiful
birding weekend.

We thought to have
seen a little sparrow
Hawk, but seeing the
picture it seemed to
be a Shikra and one
raptor we are not
sure of: we saw it on the road perchlng ants, see plcture Juvenile
Steppe eagle, Black Kite? (Over to the fundis - please let us know!)

Great photo’s courtesy of Gavin!




Bird Ringing In The Luangwa Valley
Year 5 3-7th March 2010 - Fil Hyde

For the 5" year running Chunyu Plot in the Luangwa Valley hosted the rainy season bird ringing. Lizanne
Roxburgh and Klaus Droppelmann, though now based in Malawi, came for 4 days to stay with me & Tony at
our wonderful 4.5 hectare plot to net, ring and observe the resident and visiting bird species. lItis a
remarkable piece of land, surrounded by floodplain and containing, after our 7 years here, a number of decent
trees and an increasing amount of thicket. As | write, the list of species seen on and from the plot is now up
to 248.

Although we had the worst conditions in the history of this wonderful event — flooding, rain and mostly grey
skies - we still caught some interesting species, but our walks around the plot were severely constrained and
the birds were not keen to show themselves without sunshine.

Lizanne & Klaus, and little Carla, arrived on Wed afternoon having driven some distance through the flooding
Msandile River. Jason Alfonsi also came to help and missed the water by flying in.

We set up three sets of nets that evening, two sited on a small path in the long grass near the floodplain to
catch some warblers, but all three sets were in quite deep and muddy water. We were up early on Thursday
to put the nets down ready to put on a show for the valley residents. Unfortunately, many of the lodges were
surrounded by the flooding Luangwa River so many people couldn’t get out, but we still had ten observers
besides the five of us. Lizanne & Klaus did most of the technical stuff with assistance from Tony & Jason to
collect the birds and scribe.

As usual there was an early rush of birds into the
nets: a family of 4 African Masked Weavers (the
male a retrap from 2009), 2 Greater Blue-eared
Starlings , common but never caught before, and one
considerably larger than the other; the Thrush-
Nightingale which has been calling behind the house
every day since late December (and who hasn’t
returned since being ringed!); Red Bishops,
Jameson'’s Firefinches , and Collared Palm
Thrushes . Amongst others netted during the morning
before it went quiet there were a total of 5 Little Bee-
eaters, including a retrap from last year; 3 Yellow-
bellied Greenbuls , two of which had a problem flying
afterwards but we put them in the bush and hope they
recovered; a beautiful pair of Red-throated

Twinspots ; and a Black-throated Wattle-eye
another first to be caught here

Friday morning saw the flood come up a little after some rain and the news that the Lupande River was over
its banks again. However this didn’t stop Lizanne, Klaus & Jason wading out to set up the nets in the 5 am
darkness. We also decided we should try to ring the Wire-tailed Swallow pair who have lived on our
verandah slightly longer than we have (7 years). They had never been caught in previous years and we don’t

——= know for certain that they are the same pair, though their
behaviour indicates they are. High time to record them.
We pulled down the net we had arranged the night before
over the front of the verandah hoping they wouldn’t notice
and fly off either side. They didn’t, and we caught and
ringed them as quickly and painlessly as we could,
releasing them together and asking their forgiveness for
the appalling breach of trust. We were a little worried
when they disappeared for most of the day, especially as
they had only just lost 2 eggs to the skinks that regularly
check their nests for a good meal, but they did come back
for bedtime, and have since settled down.




The first bird from the main nets we examined was a real special — an African Broadbill . We had a couple at
our previous home in the Valley but there were big old trees and lots of thicket around. We have protected
and encouraged Chunyu vegetation in the hope that it might one day be thick enough for these birds but had
no idea they had already arrived, so this was a great moment.

Another treat was a Green Pigeon , not caught here before, and would rather not have been, judging by the
mess it made. Amongst the many African Masked Weavers , we had one female Lesser Masked and one,
probable, female Village Weaver — it was too young to tell. Also 2 Spectacled Weavers , one female
carrying an egg, and a male retrap from 2007. Other species including 6 Red Bishops , males in different
shades of red and one with only a few orange feathers, and female and immature birds, flocked into the net,
plus two more Little Bee-eaters , a juv Collared Palm Thrush , 3 Melba Finches , a Common Waxbill , and
finally a European Reed Warbler , the only Acrocephalus to hit the net in the whole period, despite their
obvious and noisy presence.

We moved nets for the next day with water still high,
but at least no rain. Another early start on Saturday
to get the nets down brought in a Melba Finch and 2
Little Bee-eaters from the day before. More, actually
6, of the latter followed, a few were juveniles probably
hatched around last Oct/Nov, and another Melba
Finch later. Others included 5 more African Masked
Weavers, one of whom appeared to be a first year,
dark-eyed female with a brood patch; 7 Red Bishops ,
a mixture of males and females, a Red-faced
Cisticola retrap from 2007 (also trapped in 2008) and
one Willow Warbler .

A Thick-billed Weaver got into the net but, sadly for
us, got out again. And, as last year, we missed the
Dwarf Bittern , although it was present around the net area before, during and since the ringing.

On Sunday morning we waded into the muddy flood again to retrieve the nets and poles. And said goodbye to
our hard working guests as they set off for Lilongwe.
It is a fantastic show they provide for us every year,
thank you so very much, Lizanne & Klaus. We all
look forward to next year, and hope the conditions
are better.

Over the three days we ringed a total of 86 birds of
28 species, of which 6 were retraps from 2009 and 2
from 2007. Most were resident species, the only
Palaearctic migrants were Thrush Nightingale, Reed
Warbler and Willow Warbler.

This brings the total number of birds ringed on
Chunyu Plot to 355, with 29 of those retrapped in
later years.
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York Farm Bird List
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Aloys and Annette’s Birds Seen Around Mukambi Lodge




The Kafue River Camp

Corporate Member of ZOS

Situated a mere 4 ¥z hour’s drive west of Lusaka on good tar and gravel
roads, it is quite possible to hop in your car on a Friday afternoon and be at
Lubungu pontoon in good time

before it closes at 18.00 hrs. Kafue River Camp is on the north bank of the
river, opposite the Kafue National Park, in a game management area to the
east of the confluence of the Kafue
and Lunga rivers.

Select small groups and individuals have the opportunity to stay in
catered comfort in four en-suite chalets at the camp. These are nestled
under splendid trees on the river bank. A suitably equipped self-catering
kitchen is also available for clients’ use. Guests can enjoy organised
activities, or simply relax on the deck out over the river next to the
thatched ‘chitenge’. A couple of hours spent on the viewing deck, close
to a waterhole behind camp, allows clients to get up close and personal
with the wildlife.

Complete freedom captures the spirit of the Lunga area...as there is nothing closer to paradise than waking
up in the pre-dawn to hear the clink of the kettle as coffee is being prepared and be greeted by the grunt of
the hippo or the plethora of bird-song.

Contact: Beva Wienand Cell: + 260 977 933 000
Email: kafueriver@iwayafrica.com Website: www.kafueriver.com

FOR CONTRIBUTORS:

Corporate Members of ZOS have the opportunity to advertise in the newsletter.
Please send the information to the above address
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