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MEETINGS PAST  

 
15 – 19 October: Birding in the Chisamba Area: Jeannette Walker and Sr. Connie Treppe 
travelled to Chisamba area on 15 October to look for the Zambian Barbet. We were very lucky to 
find it at Lemba Farm, very near the Workshop, after we heard its call. We discovered a young 
one in one breeding hole. 
 
SwainsonÕs Spurfowl 
Helmeted Guineafowl 
Comb Duck 
Red-billed Teal 
Hottentot Teal 
Southern Pochard 
Olive Woodpecker 
Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird 
Black-collard Barbet 
Zambian Barbet 
Crowned Hornbill 
Pale-billed Hornbill 
African Grey Hornbill 
Trumpeter Hornbill 
African Hoopoe 
Lilac-breasted Roller 
Pied Kingfisher, 
European Bee-eater 
Red-faced Mousebird 
Black Cuckoo 
DiederickÕs Cuckoo 
African Palm Swift 
Grey Go-away-bird 
Laughing Dove 
Cape Turtle Dove 
Red-eyed Dove 
Namaqua Dove 
Common Greenshank 
Wood Sandpiper 
Common Sandpiper 
Ruff  
African Jacana 
Black-winged Stilt 
Little Ringed Plover 
KittlitzÕs Plover 

Three-banded Plover 
Blacksmith Lapwing 
Collard Pratincole 
Osprey 
Black-shouldered Kite 
Yellow-billed Kite 
Black Kite 
Hooded vulture 
Brown Snake Eagle 
Gabar Goshawk 
Shikra 
WahlbergÕs Eagle 
African Hobby 
Yellow-billed Egret  
Grey Heron 
Black-headed Heron 
Cattle Egret  
Glossy Ibis 
African Sacred Ibis 
Great White Pelican 
Pink-backed Pelican 
Black Stork 
Woolly-necked Stork 
Marabou Stork 
Black-headed Oriole 
Fork-tailed Drongo 
African Paradise Flycatcher 
Southern Puffback 
Black-crowned Tchagra 
Tropical Boubou 
White Crested Helmet Shrike 
Pied Crow 
Barn Swallow 
Mosque Swallow, 
Dark-capped Bulbul 
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Long-billed Crombec 
Willow Warbler 
Garden Warbler 
Red-faced Cisticola 
Neddicky 
Tawny-flanked Prinia 
Yellow-breasted Apalis 
Rufus-naped Lark 
Kurrichane Thrush 
HeuglinÕs Robin 
Collared Palm-Thrush 
Greater Blue-eared Starling 
Violet-backed Starling 
Wattled Starling 
Amethyst Sunbird 
Scarlet-chested Sunbird 

Variable Sunbird 
Coppery Sunbird 
Masked Weaver 
Village Weaver 
Red-billed Quelea 
Blue Waxbill 
Red-billed Firefinch 
Brown Firefinch 
African Firefinch 
Bronze Mannikin 
House Sparrow 
Grey-headed Sparrow 
Yellow-throated Petronia 
African Pied Wagtail 
Yellow-fronted Canary 

 
 

MEETINGS FUTURE 

   
December: talk by Chris Wood Ð Birds of the East Coast of America. Details to be announced. 
  
Sunday 24 January: water bird count Ð Huntley 
  
February 5, 6 and 7: Birding with Robin Pope Safaris in the Luangwa Valley, booking 
through gerald@robinpopesafaris.net 
  
Sunday 21 February: bird and tree walk Ð Walking the tree trail Ð Ian ParsonsÕ farm, 
Mazabuka, led by Rory McDougall and Mike Bingham 
 
Tuesday 23 – 27 February: ZOS hosting Birdlife Africa Partnership Annual Planning |Review 
Meeting / Project Steering Committee in Lusaka.  
  
Saturday 21 March: ZOS AGM 
  
Sunday 22 March: Birdwalk Munda Wanga 
 
 

ZOS NEWS 

 

A rescue 
On the 17 November ZOS was contacted by Henrix M Ngoma of C12, Muamba Road, 

Chilenje South, Lusaka who had found a Grey Heron in his yard being stoned by children who 
suspected it to be a witch. They wanted to stone it to death and see if it turned into human form 
(naked Witch). Mr Ngoma saved the bird and took it to the Environmental Council of Zambia 
who advised him to bring it to the ZOS Office. He was not allowed to get on the bus because 
the Bird was not in a cage so he booked a cab and paid K20 000, which was refunded by ZOS. 

Having made arrangements with them Kelvin Mkandawire drove down to the Munda 
Wanga Sanctuary. The following report was received from Mr. Mumbi at Munda Wanga on 18 
November:  
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ÒI checked on ÒEdwardÓ this morning and found him walking around the aviary where 
we have housed him. I am pleased with the fact that he doesnÕt have any visible injuries 
though his appetite is a little suspect, but we are observing him, and we will institute any 
remedial measures required.Ó 

 
ZOS calendars 

ZOS 2010 calendars now available, and we are very pleased with them. More 
information on each page than last year. Is there anyone in the Copperbelt who would like to 
sell some?  
 

FEEDBACK ON VULTURE COUNTS 

 
Lappet-faced vulture nest survey at Lochinar 
Benjamin Wishikoti, Lochinvar National Park, Box 660012 Monze 
 

In Lochinvar National Park five vulture species have been recorded and the common 
vultures among these species are the White-backed Vulture and the Lappet-faced Vulture. The 
Lappet-faced Vulture has been observed breeding in Lochinvar National Park in the past. In 
July and September 2009 three nests of Lappet-faced Vulture were observed in the park, and 
due to its vulnerable status I thought it was important that we try to obtain detailed information, 
such as GPS coordinates, for monitoring purposes for the future. 

On 17-18 September 2009 two observers, Benjamin Wishikoti and Tokura Wataru, 
walked on the southern end of the Chunga Lagoon area in the park. 

We confirmed five nests to be those of the Lappet-faced Vulture.  In addition to the five 
nests, we found 13 nests for birds of prey, which were not identified, so we suspected some of 
them to be Lappet-faced Vulture. We couldnÕt find the owner of these 13 nests Ð maybe it was 
too late to check because most of the young had already left the nest.  

We also found one nest of the Tawny Eagle during the survey. 
There could be more nests in the Lochinvar National Park, because the whole area was 

not covered this time. Next year we would like to continue this monitoring, and plan to do it a 
bit earlier, by July.  
 
An addendum 
Below is a message from Pete Leonard which is worth noting: 
 
ÒI think the show of support for the vulture count idea has been fantastic - it really feels like the 
birding and safari community has pulled together. 
  Just in case you are a little hazy about why there has been a move to monitor vulture 
numbers, it is because vulture numbers in Asia have crashed, mainly due to a veterinary drug, 
diclofenac, which is toxic to any vulture that feeds on the corpse of recently treated cattle. 
  It hasn't become a major problem in Africa... yet. Careful monitoring is a crucial part of 
making sure African vultures do not share the same fate. 
  Please browse some of these links for more info:  
http://www.vulturerescue.org/index.html  
http://www.nature.com/nature/journal/v427/n6975/abs/nature02317.html  
http://www.rspb.org.uk/supporting/campaigns/vultures/index.asp Ò 
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MISCELLANEOUS 

 
Worldbirds 

Lizanne Roxburgh, Lilongwe 
 

The global Worldbirds project is being run by BirdLife, the RSPB and the Audubon 
Society. Worldbirds provides a suite of web tools to capture birdwatcher's records. It will also 
collect data for conservation work. The current emphasis is on empowering citizen scientists 
and community monitoring groups, as well as local birders and visiting tourists. 
 

The WorldBirds projectÕs main aims are to:  
(1) Capture birdwatcher records that would otherwise not be available to conservation  

organisations  
(2)  Influence the quality of observations made by amateur birdwatchers 
(3)  Computerise paper-bound data and make them available to the public and 

conservation bodies  
(4)  Increase the participation of the public in practical conservation  
(5)  Use various tools, such as data capture screens for Common Bird Monitoring projects  
(6)  Increase collaboration between conservation organisations. 
 

Africa has five multi-country "hubs" Ð installations or systems that cover a number of 
countries. The hubs are Northern Africa, West Africa, East Africa, Southern Africa and the 
Indian Ocean Islands.  Zambia falls within the Southern African hub.  Each country has its own 
branded entry page in the multi-country hub. When entering the system you can choose to view 
the country where you are logged in or you can select another country within the region. It is 
hoped each country will support their part of the multi-country hub by encouraging local 
birdwatchers to enter their data, validating records and undertaking general administration. 

Please note that implementation in Africa is just beginning and thus your inputs at this 
stage will be critical for the system. At the moment country species lists are being worked on in 
coordination with country contacts. Meanwhile, people are encouraged to start using the system 
and enter data into it as they go on their birding trips. So É let your friends know. 
 
 
REGISTRATION AND FIRST STEPS FOR USING WORLDBIRDS 

1. Go to www.worldbirds.org 
2. Choose Africa, either from the list or by clicking on the map 
3. Choose Zambia (or any country that you have data for) from the list  
4. Either Login or chose ÔAre you a new user? And register here. A password and user ID 

will be sent to your email address. Return to this site to login. 
5. You will be taken to the ÔLatest NewsÕ page which lists recent trips and sightings for the 

country 
6. To enter data, either click on ÔMy VisitsÕ in the list on the left or click on ÔAdd New 

VisitÕ 
7. Note that all IBAs are preloaded in the system, so perform a location search before 

entering a new site.  
8. For more detailed instructions and any queries contact lizanneroxburgh@yahoo.com 
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IBA NEWS 

 
National Bird Day – 5 February 2009 
 
ZOS has taken the initiative to introduce an annual National Bird Day. We have chosen the first 
Friday in February, this year it falls on the 5th, because this is in the middle of the rainy season 
and the birds are active and breeding, so they should be interesting to observe.  
 
It is proposed as an annual event to increase awareness of birds and their conservation 
throughout Zambia. On this day every year we would like everyone to appreciate the place of 
birds in the richness of the natural and cultural heritage of this country.  
 
We would call upon all members of ZOS to do a bird count in their garden for as long as 
possible between dawn to dusk on this day (or on the following day if Friday is impossible), 
and if possible send in the record (please note the hours of your observations). These records 
will be published in the next Newsletter and every year thereafter. A count involves noting how 
many birds of one species you can see at one time (to avoid counting the same bird twice). 
 
 

SIGHTINGS 

Compiled by Bob Stjernstedt, Livingstone 
 
Dickinson’s Kestrel :  4 Oct, one Livingstone, on roadside powerline 
Spotted Eagle Owl : 7 Oct my nest at Sinde Bridge, which was incubating for the whole of September, has 
been vandalized and the birds gone completely; no sign of them anywhere in early November. 
Common (Steppe) Buzzard : 14 Oct, One by river at Chundukwa, Livingstone Ð my first for the 
season 
Grey Tit Flycatcher (Lead-coloured, Fantail Flycatcher) : 14 Oct, Chundukwa one; not a bird seen 
often in Livingstone area, although it is present at Katombora. 
Southern White-faced Owl : 17 Oct, one in Mushakashela road, Woodlands Lusaka, has been calling 
regularly for some time now since 20 Sept. I showed this bird to Gus Bowden, for whom it was not quite a 
ÒliferÓ 
Tambourine Dove : 18 Oct, ZOS visit to Mutumbi Educational Park, these birds occupy the canopy of 
Acacia polyacantha with thicketed understorey and some reasonably good views were obtained ; they are 
calling continuously but hard to spot. 
Pennant-winged Nightjar : 19 Oct, One flushed 8am in Mushakashela Rd Woodlands Lusaka 
Gabar Goshawk : 24 Oct, 2 very noisy birds at Longacres Lusaka 

African Broadbill : 1 Nov, Maluka, Katombora found Broadbills, which had disappeared from my old 
site, in new spot not far from the old spot. The male performed beautifully right in front of us (me and 
George, the bird guide from Bovu). The female sat on a branch nearby, immobile and completely silent, 
confirming my impression that it is she alone who does the ÒmewingÓ call which normally comes in at 
some stage. 
Jacobin Cuckoo : 2 Nov, Sinde Bridge Livingstone; very vociferous and abundant, an influx of them.  
Mocking Cliff-Chat : 2 Nov, Taita Falcon Lodge Ð these birds which have in the past been familiar 
Òdining-room birdsÓ on all my visits here, have been absent for the past few months. Now they are back, in 
full form; two males and a female. The female takes part in the song; not as a subsidiary accompaniment 
like most duettists, but as a full partner. 
Cinnamon-breasted Rock Bunting : 2 Nov, Taita Falcon Lodge, one. They are abundant here in the dry 
season, but totally absent in the rains. Actually I havenÕt found them here for several months. 
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Chestnut-bellied Kingfisher : 3 Nov, Sinde bridge Livingstone a sudden influx of arrivals Ð calling all 
round. 
Peregrine : 3 Nov, Taita Falcon lodge. The Peregrines are back at their old site, which had been 
vacated for a few months, allowing the Taita Falcons to come in Ð they have been seen regularly by 
Faan Fourie the owner and staff. 
African Hobby : 6 Nov, pair Ð the Hobbies are back ! Their original CrowÕs nest fell down earlier in 
the year and a new nest built by the crows at the same site is busy with crows. The Hobbies are taking 
over another crowÕs nest on the next door pylon, which has recently been vacated by a pair of Lanners 
(reared young successfully ?) 
Lesser Grey Shrike : 8 Nov, Chundu Farm Livingstone one. We have not even seen Red-backed Shrike 
here yet, although they have arrived further north. Lesser Grey is a Òpassage migrantÓ on its way further 
south. 
Levaillant’s / Striped Crested Cuckoo are also abundant, but they arrived a week later on 11 Nov. 
Common (Eurasian) Swift : 11 Nov, about 200 flighting over Zambezi R at Tongabezi, Livingstone. This 
day seems to have been the big arrival day everywhere Ð they were reported from Luangwa, Lilongwe, and 
Lower Zambezi also this day. 
Woolly-necked Stork : 11 Nov, 4 on rain pool MOTNP Livingstone 

African Pitta : Rory McD, Chiawa Camp Lower Zambezi, the first of the season on 11th (again ! ; 11th 
November should be made a Public Holiday !) 
Barred Long-tailed Cuckoo : 12 Nov, Chiawa Camp Lower Zambezi Ð possible seen and 
photographed by Rory McDougall Ð we await scrutiny and confirmation following examination of the 
image 
Woodland Kingfisher : 12 Nov Chiawa (R McD); Livingstone not until 15th at Chundu Farm, but Oct 25th 
at Busanga KNP 
Zambian (Chaplin’s) Barbet : Mubanga Farm Chisamba Ð they called up easily to a fruiting Fig next to 
the farmyard, then seen poking its head out of a its nesting hole in a dead branch on this same tree. This 
was on a familiarizing tour for our Chisamba Bird Guides, Simataa and Gershon, and Phillip Sheldrake our 
visitor from RSPB. 
 
 

BIRD OF THE MONTH 

 

NARINA TROGON Apaloderma narina 
Bob Stjernstedt, Livingstone 

 
NarinaÕs Trogon is always an exciting bird to see, in any rich woodland with a thicketed 

understorey, and trees draped with climbers. It is widespread all over Zambia. It is a partial 
migrant Ð in the north of the country it doesnÕt move, but in the drier south it appears in 
November, so now is the time to look out for it. It hasnÕt yet appeared at my regular site at 
Chundukwa west of Livingstone. It is easy to locate it by call Ð itÕs deep, hollow whistle Òhoo, 
hoo, hooÓ repeated about 10 times at a rate of about two per second, is very distinctive. It is easy 
to call up, by a whistled imitation, if you can whistle deep enough or use cupped hands. It is a 
quiet sound but if you watch the bird making it you can see the enormous effort it takes, with 
wagging tail and an expanded patch of bare red skin puffed out on the throat. 

The bird nests in a hole amidst the creepers Ð There was one in a tree at Pioneer campsite a 
few years ago right by the lodge building. 
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Paradise flycatcher's nest  - photograph taken in mid-October by Sister Connie from Ndola 
 
 

FOR CONTRIBUTORS:                 
Contributions for the Newsletter should be sent to  

Clare Owen: clare.owen@rlaha.ox.ac.uk. 

Advisor: Bob Stjernstedt Ð bob@zamnet.zm   

 
 
 

Box 33944, Lusaka, Zambia 
E-mail: zos@zamnet.zm 
 www.wattledcrane.com 
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IBA KIDS CORNER 

 
National Bird Day – 5 February 2009 
 

ZOS has taken the initiative to introduce an annual National Bird Day. We have chosen the 
first Friday in February, this year it falls on the 5th, because this is in the middle of the rainy 
season and the birds are active and breeding, so they should be interesting to observe.  

It is proposed as an annual event to increase awareness of birds and their conservation 
throughout Zambia. On this day every year we would like everyone to appreciate the place of 
birds in the richness of the natural and cultural heritage of this country.  

As an activity we suggest that you choose a bird that you think best represents your area, 
and write down the reasons for this. You can if you choose draw or paint this bird, and of course 
name it, and send this in to ZOS by the end of February.  

Please come up with other activities to increase awareness in your school or community. 
Send the results of these activities in to ZOS as well 

This first year we suggest as a theme “BE A BIRD FRIEND, HELP BIRDS TO 

SURVIVE.” Children, use your catapult for target practice on something else, even fruit.  
Birds everywhere are seriously threatened. In Zambia for example liming, snares, 

catapults, pesticides traps are used to kill birds. Use this day to declare your IBA A CATAPULT 
AND BIRD KILLING FREE ZONE. We would like to suggest that you make a dartboard, such as 
the one shown below, and use this for target practice with the catapults. You would be able to play 
this game with your friends and at the same time test your mathematics skills. The birds would be 
saved. FOR INSTRUCTIONS SEE FURTHER DOWN. 
 

 
Olivia, a new member of ZOS 
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Make Your School Yard Bird-Friendly 
 
Target: You, your school mates, teachers, friends and family!!! 
 

 
 

Creating and preserving habitat for birds has never been more important. As the human 
population grows, suitable bird habitat is disappearing rapidly, gobbled up by housing 
developments, roads, shopping malls and airports. Large areas of forests and woodland are being 
cleared for agriculture and fuel production (charcoal burning).  

Which is why, we need to make sure that our school yards are bird-friendly! 
Regardless of size, every school surrounding or backyard can provide vital habitat for 

birds. Birds choose environments that provide them with food, water and shelter. There are many 
simple things that you can do to make your school yard bird friendly and soon beautiful birds will 
add color and music to your life all year-round. 
Sign the pledge to make your yard a bird-friendly habitat.  
 
The Pledge: 
 
ÒI pledge to examine my property and school surrounding from a bird's perspective and 

look to provide birds with the three necessities: food, water and shelter.” 

 
* Food: Putting up a feeder is an easy way to attract birds, but if you prefer your backyard birds to 
get a more natural diet, your yard can be landscaped to provide fruits, seeds, beneficial insects and 
other small animals that birds feed upon. A feeder can be a small open box with lots of space or an 
empty container. 
 
* Water: birds need a dependable supply of fresh, clean water for drinking and bathing. A source 
of clean water may attract birds that don't visit feeders. 
 
* Shelter: Whether it's a safe place for sleeping, a protected haven from the elements, a hiding 
place to elude predators or a secure nesting spot, providing shelter is an important way to make 
your property bird-friendly.  You can do this by planting more trees in your school. 
So come on! LetÕs work together and make our School Yards Bird Friendly!  

Source: Birdlife Africa Wildlife Clubs CHM 
Edited by: Nasilele Amatende 
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Word Puzzle 

 
Reading diagonally from top left to bottom right, the letters in the bold squares tell us 

something about Zambian birds. To find out what, fill in the missing words from the sentences 

below. The letters are not all the first in the word you are looking for.  
 

1 S            

2  E           

3   V          

4    E         

5     N        

6      H       

7       U      

8        N     

9         D    

10          R   

11           E  

12            D 
 

1. The Yellow-billed ... lives in wetland habitats. 

2. The Cattle ... is often seen with cows. 
3. The ... eats dead animal meat. 

4. The African Fish ... is Zambia’s national bird. 

5. The Pennant-winged ... flies at night. 

6. The Goliath ... is the tallest bird in Zambia. 
7. The ... lays it’s eggs in other birds’ nests. 

8. The Trumpeter ... has a very big beak. 

9. The ... leads people to bees’ nests. 
10. The ... makes holes in trees. 

11. The ... builds a nest of woven grass. 

12. The ... has a long thin beak for getting nectar from flowers. 

 
 
Answer for last month’s word puzzle: 
 

THESE ARE ALL BIRDS OF PREY FOUND IN ZAMBIA 
 
 

 
ESSAY COMPETION FOR IBA SCHOOLS 2008 

 

The Hyena Gets An Ugly Coat 

By Debbie Kamutumwa Ð 15 years old 
Palm Grove Basic School Ð Mosi-Oa-Tunya and Batoka Gorge IBA 
 
¤Once upon a time all the animals were the same colour. The elephant was brown, the 
leopard, the tortoise and the zebra were all brown even the hyena. The hyena was a bad 
animal. One day he put tortoise high up in the tree. The tortoise could not get down, the hyena 
laughed at him and then went away.  
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The leopard came near the tree. ÒPlease help me downÓ said the tortoise. The leopard 
helped the tortoise to get down from the tree. ÒThank you leopard, I will make you beautiful, 
because you helped meÓ. So the tortoise made black spots on the coat of the leopard. ÒThank 
you very much tortoiseÓ said the leopard and he went away.  

The zebra saw the leopard and asked ÒWhere did you get those beautiful spots?Ó 
ÒTortoise gave them to me replied the leopard.  

The zebra also went to the tortoise and said ÒPlease make me beautifulÓ. The tortoise 
made beautiful black and white stripes on the zebraÕs coat. ÒThank you very muchÓ said the 
zebra and he went away. The zebra met the hyena in the forest. ÒWhere did you get your 
beautiful stripes?Ó asked the hyena. The zebra replied ÒThe tortoise gave them to me and he 
also gave leopard a beautiful coatÓ. 

So hyena went to the tortoise. But he was very rude. He said ÓTortoise make me 
beautiful or I will put you back up the tree again!Ó The tortoise took his scissors and he cut 
the hyenaÕs coat so that it was long and short in places. He put black spots here and black 
stripes there. What a mess. 

Today hyena has long and short hair and he has spots and stripes on his brown coat 
and that is why the hyena has an ugly coat.  

Tortoise also got himself a beautiful shell after some years. 
 

 
Instructions for the game of darts 

The dartboard shown below is divided into 20 numbered sections, with the bull's-eye 
(round circle) in the middle. If the pellet hits any point in the black or white sections the score is 
the number shown on the outer edge. Each numbered section has a double ring on the outside 
perimeter as well as an interior triple ring. These areas score double and triple of that number. 
The bull's-eye has an inner bull and outer bull area; the inner bull is worth 50 points and the 
outer bull is worth 25.  

We suggest that you draw / paint this board, use a bicycle wheel to draw the circle, 
charcoal for the black sections, at the height of a tall child on the wall of your school, where 
there is plenty of space for a group of children to stand at a distance of about 10-15 paces from it 
(you can start fairly close and move out as you get better). You could use chewing gum as a 
pellet, unless you can find some tree gum to make one. This will mark the board to show your 
score.  

 Good luck! 
 

 


